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obverse and reverse. This type was maintained till 1067, but on the
coins of 1057 the legends are enclosed in lozenge-shaped areas. In
1067-8 the inscriptions were in circles.
In the latter year coins of two types were struck in the name of
Murdd Bakhsh.
Of the rupees of Aurangz^b the catalogue describes no less than
eighty-nine, very few years of this long reign being unrepresented.
On the earliest issues Siirat is called ' Bandars-Mubarak — the blessed
port—in reference to its being the port of departure for the
pilgrimage to Mecca, but by the third year the epithet had been
dropped (No. 1541). From that time up to 1089 the regnal year
is to be found at the top of the reverse, but the coins described on
pp. 180-1 of the catalogue show that slight variations were made
in the arrangement of the legend during that period. In 1090 the
ordinary type of reverse was adopted and continued without change
to the end of the Mughal series. The obverse inscriptions of the
later Siirat coins present no unusual features except in the first year
of Muhammad SMh, when the following legend occurs:—•
Jl   t-jUab   ^Uj>.   vi   3\   SA**»
'The king of the age, Muhammad Sh&h, struck coin in the world by
the grace of God.'
It was supposed that coins of this type were issues of the claimant
to the throne, Mkusiyar, but the mistake was corrected by Mr. W.
Irvine (see note to No. 2069 (a)). Rupees are known of all the later
Mughal Emperors down to Shah 'Alarn II, and copper coins of all
except ShahjaMn II, Ahmad, ilamgir II, and Shah ellam II.
Jahdngir and ShahjaMn I also issued copp'er money from the Siirat
mint, but there is not a single specimen in the collection here catalogued
of the copper coinage of this city. Double rupees of ilamgir II and
Shah *Alam II are noticed in /. A. S. B., Nurn. Supp. V, 1905.
When the East India Company commenced striking their own coins
in Bombay they made use of the Siirat Mughal rupee as a model, but
* there arose discrepancies in the fineness which obliged the Company
to have their coins restruck at Surat. It was not till 1800 (1214) that
the Bombay mint recommenced the issue of Sfirat rupees, and not till
1804 (1219), the forty-sixth year of Shah 'llam, that a fixed coinage
was established/ (Lane-Poole, B. M. 0, p. civ, introduction). On p. 243
of the catalogue are given coins (Nos. 2079-81) which may be the
imitations above referred to.
The British Museum Catalogue gives examples of coins struck in
IlL^I^      n down to the thirt^-secoild y^of his

